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Student Government Association
SGA Meeting Minutes
 March 18th, 2021

I. Call to Order
· Approval of Last Meeting Minutes - 03/04/21
· Approved at 5:04 P.M.

II. Meeting Guests
· Dr. Howard - President, RMU 
· Thanked us for our hard work and leadership during the pandemic.
· Good news: cases are declining and vaccination rates are rising. Plan to attend in person classes for Fall 2021 and the Summer should look more normal as well. All depends on public health guidelines. Continue to follow RMU ready plan and all other guidelines so we can get through this pandemic. 
· Questions
· Why wouldn't RMU include any days off during the semester? The way faculty contracts work there has to be so many days of instruction, so it would've been problematic in terms of the contract. They felt that starting later and no Spring break would bring us to the finish line faster.
· How is covid affecting our 5 year plan? It has delayed things because we don't have the population and resources we normally have. It has not destroyed our plan. Fundraising was done before covid, but as we ease back into normalcy we learned a lot and will pick back up on things. 
· Will housing be the next renovation project on campus? Smaller plans for renovating bathrooms and laundry rooms are in the works. They know what they want to do. Larger plans need resources and we need to be opportunistic. Phase 2 for SIMS and housing are top 2 priorities. 
· What did you find most challenging being the president during a pandemic? Professionally: There was a lot of uncertainty and a long length of time. It was hard never knowing when it was going to come to an end. Transitions have been abrupt. No real play book on how to lead a university during pandemic. Miss non-verbal cues when you are not face to face with a person. Personally: not having physical interaction was hard. 
· Will there be a protocol for vaccinations next semester? Assumption is there will be more vaccinations for 18 years of age or  higher. The challenge is if you could dictate the vaccine or not. It is not FDA approved, so you do not have to get it. Most people who live on campus will probably have vaccines, but others may stay all online. Masks depend on public health calls, but it will be better in the Fall. The more vaccines, the better off. 
· Who will be the commencement speaker? Asked Dwayne Walker to give his talk this year. Every school may have their own student speaker. 
· Partnership with community college: how will this allow us to be a bigger competitor in the Pittsburgh area? RMU has always done well with transfer students. Rmu gateways represent all of the best practices. We feel like we are on the right side of history and this is what we need to do. Feel we will attract more students and other people have already reached out. 
· How long will commencement be and what about guests? The provost will keep track of how long things are going. We will be disciplined about how long speakers will be. More we adhere to rules the better it will be. The challenge is, some schools are bigger than others. There is someone working on requirements and guidelines, like the 6 ft. distance rule, so we will have to hear about the guidelines. 
· Fees for tickets were going to athletics? Most of the revenue supports everything. We do not have specific places where all fees go. It may have been the location of where instead of where money goes. 
· What drove you to be the president and leave the military? Always wanted to lead. Running a University is all about a mission and crossing the finish line. Reaching out when tragedies, trauma, or joy happens. It was a mix of both duties and I liked it better. 
· Is there anything in the works to relieve any pressure towards mental health? They normally do not bring up other things that have happened on other campuses. When it is our student, an announcement is sent out. In terms of support, they try to have people from the dorms and other people who try to be a spot and resource for people. The counseling center is always there. If it is an emergency piece, you are put to the front. Unpack U has a lot of resources. They applied for a grant to have a therapist living in residence halls. She will start March 23, and will be living in the residence halls. There will be resources that will help students. 
· If you have any other questions, reach out to Zai and he will bring them to Dr. Howard.

III. Officer Reports
President’s Report: 
· Constitution Review
· Potential Changes: 
· Put the Director of Service, Director of Communications and Director of Events positions on E-Board. 
· Have amendments to the Constitution voted by half of representatives present in the Association (50%+1 majority vote needed). 
· Make the President and VP positions be the only positions that exclude holders to be on the E-Board of any other organization.
· Timeline: 
· Monday, March 8: Proposed change sent to the Association and feedback is being accepted via sga@mail.rmu.edu until  3/31
· Thursday, April 1: Review document at SGA meeting and take questions from representatives
· Thursday, April 15: Vote on approval of proposed changes

Vice President’s Report:
· Senior Celebration Committee 
· Colonial cornhole classic, about 2 days. Covid friendly. Time slots and other things going on on the side, like ice cream or food trucks. Prizzes involved
· Drive in event: Thor, Talladega Nights, or Top Gun, waiting for approval.
· Jwmst234@mail.rmu.edu with questions

	Secretary’s Report:
· Contact me at rmrst740@mail.rmu.edu if you need anything 
· Complete the link provided in the chat to register your attendance
· Send me photos and information for our website!
· 2020-21 Faculty & Staff Recognition Award recipients will be announced at April 1 meeting

Treasurer’s Report:	
· Contact me at hkbst318@mail.rmu.edu if you need anything
· Spring reimbursements in process

Director of Events Report:
· April 6 Speaker Series 5-6 P.M. it is already on revolution, so go on and register. It is a LGBTQIA+  speaker, Dr. Matthew Richardson

          Director of Communications Report:
· Follow SGA social media accounts 
· Facebook: Robert Morris SGA
· Twitter: @RobertMorrisSGA
· Instagram: Robert Morris SGA
· Send stuff if you want events posted! 

	Director of Service Report:
· Revolution Link: https://revolution.rmu.edu/events?query=set
SET CREDITS available through Revolution: 
· Upcoming Events: 
· Hope Grows: Tuesday March 23rd 10 AM and 1 PM, Tuesday March 30th 10 AM and 1 PM
· World Vision:Wednesday March 24th 1 PM

IV. Student Life Report
· Housing Information for 2021 - 2022 available
· All contracts and room selections are found there.
· Women’s History Month:  revolution.rmu.edu has all of the events and opportunities listed

V.	General Discussion
· 2 raffles going on: AXP drawing on April 6, Phi Mu delta is doing a raffle for St Judes drawing March 31, both tabling outside of admission. 
· Savannah Francois: current president of GAMMA multicultural organization. They are having a Blaze pizza fundraiser Monday, March 22 from 530-730. Follow them on instagram: RMU GAMMAS. They are having a candy raffle fundraiser Friday, March 26 from 12-2.

VI.	Adjournment
· Adjourn at 5:49 P.M.
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